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The President of the European Legal English Teachers' Association. E-mail: president@euleta. org. was demonstrated that each system has to contend with variations in the language [s] used, specifi cities of legal systems, and socio-political factors, as well as differences in target readership and cultural norms. We were given an enticing glimpse into the Chinese situation, said to use a legal language that has been found more vague and ambiguous than other traditions in arbitration cases. However, perhaps more remarkable was the comparison between Western and Asian traditions, where the latter focuses on conciliation in contrast to litigation, rooted in the Confucian philosophy of harmony and compromise and the terms "li" and "fa", which sum up the spirit of Chinese law (adoption and adaptation), such that mediation between convicted murderers and victims' families is now being used in criminal cases where the death penalty is involved. Dr. John Olsson kicked off the second day of the conference with a talk on Forensic language and the unknown revealing a whole unknown fi eld to many of those present, that of Forensic linguistics. Olsson debunked the myth that every individual has a fi xed "idiolect" to show that we do, in fact, move between varying idiolects continuously, depending on our age, gender, ethnicity, institution or occupation, native speaker status: context is everything and the way we speak modifi es as we move through environments and social groups. What happens when a speaker makes language choices? It is "a consequence of a speaker's attempt to construct an identity appropriate to the context of a given interaction" (Moore, 2004, p. 378) . This idea was applied to the language choices made by suspects in criminal cases, where the role of the forensic linguist is to analyse -unbiased, for a jurywhatever language matter may be available, be it text messages, business letters, police/suspect statements, or suicide notes to uncover the ploys of imitation, disguise and fraud used by criminals.
With the forty-odd presenters and many more conference delegates hailing from every part of the globe, the range and depth of presentation topics was eclectic and impressive and stimulated lively debate on the continuously evolving nature and promising future of our multifaceted and ever-growing fi eld of activity.
Several members of the EULETA Board were at the conference while many EULETA members actively participated by giving papers and chairing several of the parallel sessions. Compliments to Białystok Legal English Centre for the excellent organisation!
